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SURFER CARD 

The Surfer Card is part of the initiatives within the scope of the Surf Schools Quality 

Certificate from AESP – Portuguese Surf School Association. This program is intended to 

initiate a process of greater control and systematization of the practice levels of those who 

attend Surf Schools and Surf Camps in the country. 

The implementation of this card appears as a contribution to the resolution of two main 

identified problems, namely: 

• Equipment Rental: equipment rental has represented a major challenge to 

sustainability and planning in many of the national beaches, as it contributes to a 

considerable increase in practitioners, without knowledge and sufficient level of 

practice, using inappropriate boards and often invading the intended spaces for 

Surf Schools and/or bathers. It is essential that Surf Schools assume themselves as 

the agents responsible for controlling this phenomenon, ensuring that the rented 

material is suitable for the level of practice; 

• Intermediate and advanced athletes training: the corridor system, 

implemented in a large part of the national territory, was created based on the 

performance of Surf Schools with groups of athletes of more initiated levels. 

However, this is a system that is not suitable for training athletes of more advanced 

levels, who use different areas of the beach and who need greater mobility to train 

in the most appropriate conditions. It is essential to adapt the regulations to 

consider these groups of athletes and to differentiate the spaces that can be used 

by the Surf Schools, according to the levels of practice. 

In this way, the systematization of surfing practice levels will allow Surf Schools to 

implement practices of greater control of rentals and, simultaneously, will allow licensing 

entities to adapt the regulation taking these assumptions into account. 
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The surfing level assigned on the Surfer Card must be proven and defined only by Coaches 

duly accredited by the IPDJ, in the context of Surf Schools and Surf Camps holding the AESP 

Quality Certificate. The assignment of the respective level must meet the following 

definition: 

Level 1| Beginner: Beginner level ranges from practitioners who have never had 

any contact with any type of slide in waves, to those who are able to take-off in waves from 

0.5m to 1m by breaking and bottom-turn to the right and to the left. Rental: At this level, 

practitioners should only be able to rent softboards, and the Surf Etiquette and local beach 

rules and regulations must be transmitted. 

Level 2 | Intermediate: The intermediate level presupposes the beginning of the 

ability to practice independently, going from the moment when practitioners are able to 

trim left and right, taking advantage of the wave speed, until they are able to complete 

bottom-turn, trimming, top-turn and cutback in waves up to 2m. Rental: At this stage, 

practitioners should already be able to control boards of the transition hardboard type, and 

it is the responsibility of the renter to understand which board is most suitable. 

Level 3 | Advanced: The advanced level is characterized by the practitioner's ability 

to safely control their travel on the wave, seeking to improve their technique and perform 

more technical and radical maneuvers in bigger and faster waves. Rental: Practitioners of 

this level should be able to rent any type of board, having sufficient knowledge to guarantee 

the safety of beach users. 

 

 

*Note: All Certified Surf Schools will receive a kit containing a limited number of Surfer Cards to test the 

methodology and provide feedback. In case of insufficient Surfers Cards, the School should contact AESP to order 

the desired quantity, which can be customized. 

mailto:info@associacaoescolasdesurf.pt
http://www.associacaoescolasdesurf.pt/

	Cartao_de_Surfista_Mockup
	AESP_Surfer_Card_Quality_Certification

